
 
 
 
 

 

 
September 13, 2016 

 

Dear Parents, Guardians and Friends of SVdP School, 

 

 As we begin this Year of Hope at SVdP, I invite you to join the teachers, students and me as we study, 

cultivate and practice in our lives a virtue each month.  The virtue we are studying in September is the 

theological virtue of Hope.  This is a virtue given to us freely in our baptism, and increased with every worthy 

reception of the sacraments and strengthened through the Christian life of prayer, sacrifice, and charity.  What 

does Hope do for us?  Sometimes we hope to make it through a difficult meeting or a difficult day ahead. 

Sometimes we hope just to make it to the next long weekend or mountain getaway.  I often hope that there will 

be some coffee left in the carafe in the teacher’s lounge when I need it.  These are hopes with a small “h” and 

they are good and we need them, but they refer to hope on a natural level. 

 Hope with a capital “H” is a supernatural virtue that enables us (ie. gives us the power to do something 

that we could not otherwise do) to trust that God is faithful and will fulfill His promises to us.  In an age and 

culture where everything is fast, immediate, and instant: gratification, communication, food, payment of bills, 

etc, the virtue of Hope seems irrelevant and outdated.  Hope requires that we patiently endure the times of trial, 

misunderstanding, and uncertainty with the conviction that it will all be worthwhile, and that entering into 

eternal life with God – the supreme good for which we are made – is worth the endurance and perseverance 

required.   

We can endure the pain of running a 2-mile race because we know what it feels like to finish and to beat 

our best personal time.  We can endure the practice of squeaking through clarinet lessons because we have heard 

the beauty of symphonies and orchestras where the clarinet contributes its own important sound.  We can endure 

the climb of a 14-er because we anticipate the view from the top and the affiliated bragging rights.  We can 

endure a meager diet of fruits and vegetables for a few days so that our pants fit better or because we know the 

benefits of cleansing out the system.   

To endure and persevere in the Christian life also requires that we know how to anticipate the end goal – 

heaven.  A clear understanding of what it means to enter into eternal life with God can motivate us, but like any 

earthly goal, it requires that we fix our thoughts on the goal in order to be willing to persevere in the training to 

get there. Saint Paul tells us that “eye has not seen, ear has not heard, nor has it dawned on man what God has 

prepared for those who love Him.”  The nebulousness of this can make it difficult or impossible to imagine what 

heaven is like.  Hope enables us to anticipate heaven in spite of the difficulty that we do not understand what it 

means that it will fulfill all of our desires.  Heaven is more fulfilling than a PR, more breathtaking than a 

mountaintop view, and more beautiful than a world-class symphony.  Hope enables us to enter into the Christian 

life, and persevere in it, because of what we anticipate in the end.  Perhaps one of our practices this month will 

be to encourage each other in our conversations in a way that helps us to hope better.  If a friend is beset with a 

difficulty, caring for a terminally ill relative, enduring a painful situation with a child, perhaps God has placed 

us there to give hope to a hopeless situation.  Can we listen and offer counsel that enables our friend to hope 

that, no matter the difficulty, God is trustworthy in what He asks us to endure, and to believe in the end, that it 

will all be worthwhile.  Let’s pray for one another. 

 

 

Sincerely in Christ, 

 
Sister Dominic, O.P. 

Principal 

 

 

 



 

 

Please note the following items revised/updated on the Parent Calendar: 

- October 31-November 4: Scholastic Book Fair in School Library.  This coincides with the two 

parent-teacher conference days on Nov 3-4.  The book fair this year has a pirate motif, “The 

Bookaneer Book Fair – Where books are the treasure!  Ahoy Bookaneers!” 

- December 8-9: Christmas Shoppe will be open earlier in December than usual.  

- April 6: Faith Rally, normally held in December has been moved to the spring. 

- Spring 2017:  The Barnes and Noble Book Fair, normally held in the fall, will be also be moved 

to later in the spring. 

 

 

The following are items of interest and general information: 

- Congratulations to the McGuire family who welcomed a new baby boy into their family.  

Michael Francis was born last Friday, September 9
th

 at 2:15 am. 

 

- Art Room Floor: Thank you to all who gave to the Gala last year and who contributed to the 

paddle raiser.  The art room floor was completed over the summer (see picture below).  If you 

had never seen the art room floor previously, imagine the lower playground rubber matting 

with several gallons of different colored paint dropped on it in various locations. The new floor 

is a great improvement. Thank you to all who contributed! 

 

 
 

- Parent Survey – Targeting Bullying:  In the effort to increase the effectiveness of our 

counseling program and to better understand and handle the social and emotional needs of our 

students, I am asking that all families with children grades 2-8 complete the survey below.  The 

survey targets incidents of bullying.  Even if your child has not encountered bullying at SVdP 

School, your answers will help to provide us with an accurate picture.  Thank you for taking 5-

10 minutes to complete the survey by Friday, September 23
rd

.  Please click on the link to access 

the survey. https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/JRG3QXP  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/JRG3QXP


 

 

 

- SVdP Serves Coat/Shoe Drive: In the spirit of our patron, St. Vincent de Paul, SVdP Serves is 

hosting a Coat and Shoe Drive at our Fall Festival, on September 24th, to benefit St Paul's 

Mission Church.  The church services the Fort Belknap Reservation, a Native American 

community in North Central Montana.   Please take some time and see if you have any gently 

used shoes or coats that could be donated to the A’aninin and Nakoda people of the Fort 

Belknap Reservation.   

SVdP Serves will also be collecting coats at school dismissal on Wednesday and Thursday, 

Sept. 21
st
 and 22

nd
 and in the lobby of the school during the week of September 26

th
-30

th
. 

 

- Seventh Grade Play: The seventh grade class will be performing the musical, The Lion King.  

The date is still to be determined. 

 

- Halloween and All Saints: What to Wear 

o On Halloween all students are invited to wear crazy or themed socks and accessories.  

(No colored hair.) 

o On All Saints (Nov 1
st
), students in grades K-5 are invited to dress up as a saint.  A few 

students from each class will be selected to join the opening procession for Mass this 

day. Students in grades K-5 will celebrate All Saints with a party in their classrooms at 

2:15 on Nov. 1
st
.    

o Students who do not wish to participate in the themed-dress opportunities should dress 

in regular school uniform. 

o Sixth grade will be able to wear costumes to Mullen House as usual.  Teachers will 

provide more information on this. 

 

- The Families of Character program, active at Saint Vincent de Paul Parish, coincides nicely 

with many of the virtues we will study and practice throughout the year.  If you are interested 

in joining a small group of other parents to deepen the study of virtues and strengthen the 

formation of your children, please contact Stephanie Carreira.  More information about the 

program can be found at: https://familiesofcharacter.customerhub.net/course-catalog-new 

 

- Missing Persons (Statue):  Our pilgrim statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary is missing.  If found, 

please return to the front office.  It may look like luggage in your closet – she’s enclosed in a 

suitcase (or on a pedestal in your house).  Please return her to the school so she can visit other 

homes this year.   

 

Noteworthy Dates 

- Sept 14-15 Picture Days.  Students are invited to wear their Sunday best (no sport shorts or t-

shirts, please) and should check the Parent/Student Handbook for general guidelines for out of 

uniform policies.   

o Sept 14
th

: pk4am, K, 1, 2, 3 

o Sept 15
th

: pk3, pk4 pm, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 

 

- September 16
th

: Raffle Tickets DUE 

 

- September 24
th

: Fall Festival – sign up to volunteer or enter contests 

https://familiesofcharacter.customerhub.net/course-catalog-new
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e044ca8a72ea0f49-svdp


 

 

 

- October 2
nd

-6
th

: Box Tops Collection Contest by House.  Call grandparents and ask neighbors 

to begin cutting and saving the Box Tops found on many household products.  The House with 

the largest collection of Box Tops will enjoy a designated dress down day. 

 

- October 15
th

: Golf Tournament:  More information can be found at 

https://svdpch.ejoinme.org/2016svdpgolfclassic or contact Nick Burns at 

burns_irish@yahoo.com.   

 

- November 3
rd

-4
th

: Parent Teacher Conferences.  Information will be coming home in October 

with your child/ren. 

 

 

From the Parish: 

 

- Colorado Family Action: Father Andrew Kemberling, member of the Board of Colorado 

Family Action, presents: The Social Fallout of Marriage, Thursday evening, September 15
th

 at 

Regis Jesuit High School.  Gathering and social is from 6:30-7:30pm, followed by the 

presentation 7:30-9:00pm.    

 

- Choirs at SVdP are starting: 

o St. Vincent’s Youth Choir for grades 3-8 begins rehearsals on Thursday, September 15
th

 

at 3:45 pm in the church.  The choir will rehearse weekly and sing once a month at the 

11:30 am Sunday Mass.  Following is the schedule: 

 October 9, November 6, December 24
 
at 4pm, February 12, March 12

 
and, April 

16 (Easter Sunday) 

o The St. Vincent’s Bell Choir, for ages 9-90, begins rehearsals Sunday, September 18
th

 at 

1:00 pm in the choir loft.  The choir will rehearse weekly and sing once a month at the 

11:30 Mass. Following is the schedule: 

 October 9, November 6, December 24 at 4pm, February 12, March 12 and, April 

16 (Easter Sunday) 

 

- Sacramental Preparation: Registration for First Reconciliation, First Communion, and 

Confirmation will take place at the parish where your family is registered.  If you are members 

of Saint Vincent de Paul Parish, please see the website for forms.  This year all students in fifth 

and sixth grades are preparing for the sacrament of Confirmation.  Siblings of these children 

who are third grade or older, may also be confirmed this year.   

 

Reminders (from previous Crusader Connection) 

 

1) Coffee with Sister Scheduled from 8:10-8:50 am in the school library 

September 16 – Eighth Grade 

September 20 – Second Grade  

September 21 – Third Grade  

September 23 – Seventh Grade  

September 27 – First Grade  

https://svdpch.ejoinme.org/2016svdpgolfclassic
mailto:burns_irish@yahoo.com
http://saintvincents.org/sacraments/


 

 

October 4 – Kindergarten  

October 5 – Fifth Grade 

 

 

 

 

  


