
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

St. Vincent de Paul School Adopts Service-Learning Programs in the Classroom 
 

Students Giving Back to the Community and to Those in Need 
 

Denver, CO – November 12, 2016 – St. Vincent de Paul (SVdP) Catholic school has implemented a service-learning 
program this year. SVdP Serves offers students at each grade level the opportunity to serve their community.  From three-
year-old preschool through eighth grade, each classroom engages in a partnership intended to foster compassion through 
consistent altruism.  Lara O'Shaughnessy, one of the program organizers commented,  “The benefits of service learning 
are limitless.  Students not only gain a deeper understanding about social issues within their community, they are 
rewarded with the satisfaction of making a difference.” 
 
Through the program, students realize that they can have an impact in their communities, no matter how simple the 
gesture or how old they are.  Preschoolers decorated boxes for a shoe and coat drive that collected a pallet’s worth of 
warm clothing for the Fort Belknap Reservation in Montana. Kindergarteners will be leaving greetings on the doors of 
neighboring houses with a message of gratitude for their patience and good will.  First graders write birthday cards to the 
seniors of our parish and sing for them at their monthly luncheons.  Third grade students are actively forging relationships 
with Seminarians from the St. John Vianney Seminary.  
 
With service learning students gain insight into diverse communities. Second graders are exchanging letters and videos 
with Hope Haven, a school in Rwanda and enjoyed a visit from five-year-old Tessie, who is in the United States on a 
medical visa to be treated for a vascular disorder.  “They could see firsthand how joyful she is in spite of her challenging 
physical condition,” observed Monica Bradac, another program organizer.  The students are learning about life in Rwanda 
and are inspired by stories of forgiveness.  
 
Deeper understanding of themselves and empathy and respect for others is a product of service. The fourth grade class 
organized a harvest party with students from the Asbury Elementary Mult-Intensive center based classrooms that provide 
a functional approach to academics and life skills for students with moderate to severe delays in cognition, academic 
achievement and/or adaptive behaviors. Working with buddies they played games and decorated pumpkins. Of the 
experience, SVdP student enthused, “It was awesome, fun and fantastic and I want to do it again. ” 
  
Developing camaraderie with people of different ages and abilities is an additional goal.  Students in fifth grade are 
hosting a Book Drive and Read Aloud.   Used books will be delivered to children in the Catholic Charities ECE Programs 
that provide affordable early childhood education to improve school-readiness for low income children.  Students will 
visit the sites, read aloud with partners and distribute the books for each child to take home.  
 
On Halloween, the sixth grade class put on their costumes and visited Mullen Home for the Aged, a full-service facility 
for Denver’s elderly poor.  Decorating the hallways, trick or treating and taking photos offered an opportunity to share 
stories and learn about the rich life experiences of seniors.   They will build on these connections when they return in 
February for a Valentine’s Day celebration. 
 
Philanthropy education empowers students to serve the poor and marginalized and to grow in their faith and commitment 
to those in need.   The seventh graders are partnering with three Catholic Charities agencies that address women’s needs.  
Students will visit Gabriel House and the Holy Rosary Women’s Shelter while offering spiritual support to Marisol Health 



through prayer.    
 
Currently the eight-grade class is busy collecting and sorting items for the Thanksgiving Food Drive, which has been a 
tradition for nearly 40 years at St. Vincent de Paul School.  Food boxes will be delivered on the Monday of Thanksgiving 
week to families in need.  In addition to the food drive, eighth grade students will volunteer at Samaritan House, a 
homeless shelter, serving lunch, organizing donations and helping to clean.  
 
Another component of the SVdP Serves program includes in-school service days where the entire school devotes time and 
creativity to service projects. During an upcoming service day, students will be making centerpieces for the Father Woody 
Christmas Party and Mount St. Vincent Home and filling blessing bags for Christ in the City volunteers to distribute to the 
homeless. Principal Sister Dominic Quinn summed up the comprehensive service learning initiative by saying, “As a 
school, we are dedicated to imitating our Patron Saint’s compassion for those in need, responding to them with truth and 
love.” 
 
There is a long-standing tradition of academic excellence at St. Vincent de Paul Catholic School. The school’s rigorous, 
time-tested curriculum, taught by committed faculty in a faith-based and nurturing environment, results in a measurably 
accomplished academic achievement. Catholic teachings, faith and traditions are integral to a curriculum that reinforces 
what is taught at home, including virtues of discipline, respect and responsibility. These will provide guidance and 
inspiration as your child navigates life's challenges. For further information on St. Vincent de Paul School, visit 
www.svdpk8.com. 
 

 
Saint Vincent de Paul Catholic School is located in Denver, Colorado and serves students from 3-year-old Preschool 
through Eighth Grade. St. Vincent de Paul School is led by the Dominican Sisters of St. Cecilia and first opened its 
doors in 1927. The school is rooted in the Truth and Love of Christ and his Church and is committed to Educating the 
Whole Child for the Future. Visit  www.svdpk8.com for more information. 
 
The Catholic schools and the Archdiocese, under the jurisdiction of the Archbishop, and at the direction of the 
Superintendent, attest that none of the Catholic schools discriminated on the basis of sex in its admission policies, 
treatment of students or its employment practices. 
	


